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and the case being fairly established was forwarded to the
Dewan. Great excitement prevailed throughout the country
during the trial. But the final decision of the Dewan was
very unsatisfactory. A mere nominal fine of thirty rupees
each was inflicted on five of the offenders, and although the
street was proved in court to have been open to the public
for a great number of years without any objection having
been expressed by the Brahmans, and though Mr. Duthiehad
gone through it with his bearers but a few weeks previously,
Mr. Lee was ordered to abstain from passing through it till
he had first proved his right to do so in a civil court; a
decision tantamount, in the present state of the country and
its unequal legislation, to an absolute prohibition.

The stolen bag was discovered concealed at the bottom of
a Brahman's well, but for the theft the men were simply
punished with an insignificant fine of five rupees each, and
the village watchman was allowed to retain his situation in
the pay of the Government.

An appeal in the case was made to H. E., the Governor of
Madras, in Council, and it was understood that his lordship's
personal opinion was strongly in favour of the missionaries'
right of way; but we have not heard the result of this appeal.
It would certainly require some courage and determination
on the part of the rulers of Travancore to repeal the unjust
and partial caste laws which have hitherto prevailed to the
serious detriment of so large a proportion of their subjects;
but some such course is essential to the improvement of the
country. While progress may be expected to be somewhat
slow, any retrograde measures towards the old state of things
will have to be vigilantly guarded against and avoided.

THE SUBRAS constitute the next great division of the
population. These "v^re originally the lowest of the four
true castes, and are still a degraded caste in North India.
But in the South there are so many divisions below the